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AN EVENING OF PERFORMANCE AND MOVING IMAGE

Curated by Giorgia von Albertini, Drew Broderick, Susannah Faber, 
Srinivas Aditya Mopidevi, Serubiri Moses, Suzie Smith, Thea Spittle.

Bahar Behbahani, We Were Missing A Present, Performance Installation, 2019. Courtesy of the Artist.



BAHAR BEHBAHANI AND JON WANG

MARCH 29, 2019. 7PM ONWARDS

This event brings together the work of New York-based artists and filmmakers 
Bahar Behbahani and Jon Wang as part of Short Shadows, an ongoing moving 
image series at EMPAC curated by Vic Brooks. The evening will engage themes 
and processes of displacement and longing, as well as narratives of transformation 
that run through Wang and Behbahani’s work. Whether anchored in real or 
fictional scenarios, each work presented in the Short Shadows series stretches 
beyond a singular moment or place to foreground the political importance of 
unexpected historical interconnections. Mostly produced within the last decade, 
the artists’ films, videos, poetry, and performances presented here to shine a light 
on cultural and historical events that may otherwise remain in shadow. 

CURATED BY 
GIORGIA VON ALBERTINI, DREW BRODERICK, SUSANNAH FABER, 

SRINIVAS ADITYA MOPIDEVI, SERUBIRI MOSES, SUZIE SMITH, THEA SPITTLE.

SHORT 
SHADOWS



WE WERE MISSING A PRESENT (2019)

BY BAHAR BEHBAHANI

SOUND / MACIEK SCHEJBAL 

TEXT / GHAZAL MOSADEQ

We Were Missing A Present is a meditative study on the social and topographical 
transformations of the cultural landscape. By exploring the site of the garden as 
a place of contest, Behbahani seeks an alternative dynamic between power and 
control. United by her research-based practice, the various components of this 
project including moving image, brush strokes, body movement, sound, text, and 
water are utilized by Behbahani to provoke spatial memory while observing the 
inherent complexities of material resources. We Were Missing A Present re-imagines 
the historical structure of landscape, botany, migration, and the processes of 
colonization.

Sincere gratitude to Imani’s family for facilitating the garden visits in Shiraz, Iran. 

Bahar Behbahani dedicates We Were Missing a Present to the people of Shiraz in the 
wake of recent flooding this week. 

BAHAR BEHBAHANI’S work addresses her long-term conceptual dialogues with 
memory and loss. Through painting, video, and participatory performance, she 
revisits Iran’s psychogeographic landscapes. The Persian garden, a contested space 
marked by colonialism and seductive beauty, is a reoccurring site for reflection 
and recovery. 

Bahar Behbahani, We Were Missing A Present, Photo Courtesy of Mick Bello/EMPAC. 



TEXT BY GHAZAL MOSADEQ



JON WANG generates films, sculptures, and performances that question notions of 
representation and desire. Wang’s treatments of pace—at times drawing on techniques 
of voice-over narration, tenants of feng shui, and the day-to-day activities of 
silkworms—gesture towards the ways in which beings and their surroundings 
are in states of perpetual transition. In this sense, pace, as a techno- sensual material, 
both grounds and disrupts their atmospheric videos and installations. 

FROM ITS MOUTH CAME A RIVER OF HIGH-END RESIDENTIAL APPLIANCES (2018)

WRITTEN & DIRECTED BY JON WANG

JON WANG 1.0 / PLAYED BY CHARLIE MAI

AERIAL ASSISTANT / HERCULES LAU

SOUND / ALEX WANG, YLLIS WANG, ARON SANCHEZ

From Its Mouth Came a River of High-End Residential Appliances is comprised of 
drone footage of Hong Kong’s dragon gates [a series of gaps in buildings which 
reveal the mythology of allowing dragons to fly from the mountains to the sea]. 
Originally shot for a documentary, the work has since taken on a life of its own. 
In its different stagings, the footage has masqueraded as a personal screensaver 
(MUBI), wallpaper in a Chinatown motel (Images Festival), and as a location 
for a live soap opera taping (Triple Canopy). At EMPAC, a new iteration of Wang’s 
project will dematerialize into a wall of fog, finally revealing its true form as weather. 
As they describe, “fog is defined by a lack of visibility, but its opacity forms an 
image of its own.”

The footage was originally developed with the support of Triple Canopy & 
Charlotte Feng Ford.

Jon Wang, From Its Mouth Came a River of High-End Residential Appliances, Video Still Courtesy of the Artist. 
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STAFF

GEOFF ABBAS / DIRECTOR FOR STAGE TECHNOLOGIES

ERIC AMERES / SENIOR RESEARCH ENGINEER

CONSTANZA ARMES CRUZ / CURATORIAL ASSISTANT 

DAVID BEBB / SENIOR NETWORK ADMINISTRATOR

PETER BELLAMY / SENIOR SYSTEMS ADMINISTRATOR

MICK BELLO / VIDEO ENGINEER

VIC BROOKS / SENIOR CURATOR, TIME-BASED VISUAL ART

ERIC BRUCKER / LEAD VIDEO ENGINEER

BRUCE BRYNE / MASTER CARPENTER

MICHELE CASSARO / GUEST SERVICES COORDINATOR

GORDON CLEMENT / MEDIA SYSTEMS INTEGRATOR

JOHN COOK / BOX OFFICE MANAGER

DOROTHY DAVILA / ADMINISTRATIVE SPECIALIST

DAVID DELAROSA / DESKTOP SUPPORT ANALYST

ZHENELLE FISH / ARTIST SERVICES ADMINISTRATOR

ASHLEY FERRO-MURRAY / ASSOCIATE CURATOR, THEATER & DANCE 

KIMBERLY GARDNER / MANAGER, ADMINISTRATIVE OPERATIONS

JOHANNES GOEBEL / DIRECTOR

SARA GRIFFITH / PRODUCTION TECHNICIAN

IAN HAMELIN / PROJECT MANAGER

MICHAEL HANRAHAN / SENIOR EVENT TECHNICIAN

RYAN JENKINS / VIDEO ENGINEER

SHANNON JOHNSON / WEB MANAGER

MICHAEL LAKE / PRODUCTION TECHNICIAN

ROBIN MASSEY / SENIOR BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR

STEPHEN MCLAUGHLIN / AUDIO ENGINEER

DANIEL MELTZER / MASTER ELECTRICIAN

JOSH POTTER / MARKETING AND COMMUNICATIONS MANAGER

SHARINEKA PHILLIPS / BUSINESS COORDINATOR

AVERY STEMPEL / FRONT OF HOUSE MANAGER

KIM STROSAHL / PRODUCTION COORDINATOR

JEFFREY SVATEK / AUDIO ENGINEER

MICHAEL VALIQUETTE / INTERIM GRAPHIC DESIGNER

TODD VOS / LEAD AUDIO ENGINEER
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