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>>relurner<<
Findlay//Sandsmark

Findlay//Sandsmark is a Norway-based performance company working across the
disciplines of dance, theater, live music, and video art, creating productions in the
borderlands between performing arts and installation, blending connections and
correlations between disciplines to create live art which resonates from a physical
and emotional plane. Their work has been presented nationally and internationally,
including by PS122 in NYC, Black Box Teater in Oslo, Bit Teatergarasjen in Bergen,
Teater Avant Garden in Trondheim, Dansens Hus in Oslo, The Performing Garage
in NYC, and most recently at Abrons Arts Center.
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CURATOR’S NOTE

>>returner<< is a performance work spanning theater and dance that illustrates
different relationships between nature, people, and technology. Conceived by
the Norwegian performance company Findlay//Sandsmark, led by Iver Findlay
and Marit Sandsmark, the performance features motion-capture and animation
technology, which interacts live with video and sound content. In addition to
these digital media, the performers inhabit a world of natural stage elements
including wooden sticks, a narrow wooden hallway, and a large cube that trans-
forms over the course of the performance. What results is a performance envi-
ronment in which audience expectations are both met and defied as the two
performers play with perception and sensation.

Animated figures flicker on the walls of a black cube as the dark theater stage
fills with ambient sound and the whisper of rustling plastic. The figures multi-
ply and break apart, one emerging from behind the cube, rubbing her body
across the wall, entering the light of the stage. The performer shifts her body
around and across various surfaces, eventually revealing the sensors that cause
live animations to be generated on the projection surfaces. Meanwhile, sounds
rustle and crack as a pile of twigs and bushes agitates violently, fluctuating in
intensity and volume, merging with computer-voiced narration and notes
played live from a viola. The black cube slowly morphs into entirely new shapes
and occupations of space.

‘The dark and moody tone of >>returner<< persists for the duration of the work,
immersing the audience in an audiovisual environment that combines the live
body with animated visuals, projections, and an ominous, sometimes chilling
soundscape. The surprise shifts and changes in set serve to highlight and en-
hance this tone. Without feeling technophilic, >>returner<< utilizes sensors,
animation, and video to seamlessly interface with the live body and wooden
branches that occupy the center of the seemingly sterile and human-manufac-
tured theater environment. The moving performer and live viola player are in-
terlocuters between these binary, one-to-one body-technology interactions,
creating a liminal space where time and space seem at times suspended, awaiting
transformation. Presence/absence, the real/the virtual, naturalness/the built en-
vironment, are all present, tactile, floating in the performance space, resisting an
easy or simple resolution to the feelings evoked throughout the piece.

—CONSTANZA ARMES CRUZ, CURATORIAL ASSISTANT, EMPAC
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