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Dust to Digital: Loose Remarks
on the Economy of “Craft”

Curator Dieter Roelstraete will discuss wide-ranging practices invested in the no-
tion of craft, and the relationship of these practices to issues such as time and
materiality. Roelstraete’s recent exhibition for the Museum of Contemporary Art
Chicago, entitled The Way of the Shovel: Art as Archaeology, traced the interest in
history, archaeology, and archival research through the art production of the last
decade. Italso considered art and archaeology’s shared approaches toissues such
as material, time, process, performance, and liveness.

CURATOR: EMILY ZIMMERMAN

Dieter Roelstraete is Manilow Senior Curator at the Museum of Contemporary Art
Chicago, where he recently organized Goshka Macuga: Exhibit, A (2012), The Way of
the Shovel: Artas Archaeology (2013), and Simon Starling: Metamorphology (2014).

From 2003 until 2011 he was a curator at the Antwerp Museum of Contemporary Art
(MuHKA), where he organized large-scale group exhibitions as well as monographic
shows, including Emotion Pictures (2005); Intertidal, a survey show of contemporary
art from Vancouver (2005); The Order of Things (2008); Liam Gillick and Lawrence
Weiner—A Syntax of Dependency (2011); A Rua: The Spirit of Rio de Janeiro (2011);
Chantal Akerman: Too Close, Too Far (2012) and the collaborative projects Academy:
Learning from Art (2006), The Projection Project (2006), and Kerry James Marshall:
Paintings and Other Stuff (2013).

In 2005, Roelstraete co-curated Honoré d’0: The Quest in the Belgian pavilion at
the 51st Venice Biennale. He has also organized solo exhibitions of work by Roy
Arden (Vancouver Art Gallery, 2007) and Steven Shearer (De Appel, Amsterdam,
2007), as well as group shows in galleries and institutions in Belgium, Germany
and Mexico. From 2007 until 2011 he taught at De Appel’s curatorial training pro-
gram in Amsterdam and at the Piet Zwart Institute in Rotterdam. Roelstraete is on
the curatorial team for documenta 14.

A former editor of Afterall and cofounder of the journal FR David, Roelstraete has
published extensively on contemporary art and related philosophical issues in numer-
ous catalogues and journals including Artforum, e-flux journal, frieze, Metropolis
M, Monopol, Mousse Magazine, and Texte zur Kunst.
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EMPAC 2014-2015 presentations, residencies, and commissions are supported by grants from the National
Endowment for the Arts and The MAP Fund, a program of Creative Capital, primarily supported by the Doris Duke
Charitable Foundation; additional funding from the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation, the Community Connections
Fund of the MetLife Foundation, Boeing Company Charitable Trust, and the New York State Council for the Arts.

Special thanks to the Jaffe Fund for Experimental Media and Performing Arts for support of artist commissions.



Upcoming Events

An updated schedule for the 2014 Fall season is available
online at empac.rpi.edu. Check back often for more information.

FILM / VIDEO

LAURIE ANDERSON
New Film (a personal essay)

Friday, December12 / 7:30 PM
FREE

Today’s residencies are tomorrow’s world premieres.

While the fall 2014 season continues to debut
newly commissioned work from a roster of
international artists, researchers, and thinkers,
the EMPAC studios, theater, and concert hall are’
buzzing with activity as this season’s arts residencies
develop boundary-pushing works in progress. Keep
an eye on empac.rpi.edu for all of the projects
happening behind the scenes and for the
announcement of our spring 2015 season.

EMPAC.RPI.EDU / 518.276.3921
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