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Tarek Atoui

As partof his ongoing research project WITHIN 2, Tarek Atoui will present his approach
to performing sound in relation to anticipation, tactile sound, visual noise, gestures,
and the multimodal nature of hearing.

This evening’s performance and conversation is a platform for research, improvi-
sation, and spatial composition that explores not only auditory perception among
ourdiversity of listening abilities, but the social relations of public space, techniques
of visual communication, and architectural tactility.

Atoui presented the project’s firstincarnation, WITHIN, as a series of performances
and workshops during the Sharjah Biennial in 2011 and has continued to research
principals of sonic architecture (in particular, the system of DeafSpace, developed
by Hansel Bauman at Gallaudet, Washington) in the development of instrument-
building techniques. WITHIN made no distinction between performer, musician,
student, designer, researcher, professional, or amateur, and considered every-
body active members capable of influencing the course of the piece and able to
play different roles in it (spectator, educator, conductor, thinker, performer, etc.).

During his time at EMPAC, Atoui is working with Distinguished Research Professor
of Music Pauline Oliveros and Rensselaer students from her New Instrumentation
for Performance Arts Seminar in the design and fabrication of new instruments
and interfaces for performance. In particular, the project will explore different
methods for performing sound to a hearing-impaired audience, drawing on ideas of
listening that go beyond the function of the ear alone.

As part of the project, Atoui is also working with Berkeley Art Museum and Pacific Film
Archive, Mills College and UC Berkeley Center for New Media, and in Norway with
the Bergen Assembly, a triennial of contemporary art, where he has been invited
to be one of three artistic directors for the 2016 edition.

Tarek Atoui was born in Lebanon in 1980 and moved to Paris in 1998 where he
studied contemporary and electronic music at the French National Conservatory of
Reims. In 2008 he served as artistic director of STEIM (Studio for Electro Instru-
mental Music) in Amsterdam, a center for the research and development of new
electronic musical instruments since 1969. With a background in Western elec-
tronic music as well as traditional Arabic forms, such as tarab, Atoui has pioneered
his own brand of sound art that is at once highly technical and fully embodied. For
every project, Atoui designs his own specialized computer tools, either through
software or in complex circuits of hardware that require manic, gestural perfor-
mance techniques. One significant example is the “Metastable Circuit,” a comput-
er interface consisting of four tables mounted with switches, buttons, and knobs
capable of triggering and processing 250,000 sounds. Much of Atoui’s work refer-
ences social and political realities and presents music and new technologies as
powerful tools of expression and identity. His pioneering youth workshop, Empty
Cans, has been presented in France, Holland, Lebanon, Egypt, and in New York.

Atoui has presented works internationally including at the New Museum, New York
(2009/2010); Sharjah Biennial 9 and 11, United Arab Emirates (2009/2013); Media
City Seoul (2010); Haus der Kunst, Munich (2010); Performa 11, New York (2011);
dOCUMENTA 13, Kassel (2012); Serpentine Gallery, London (2012); Bonniers Kons-
thall, Stockholm (2012-2013); The MERCOSUL Biennial, Porto Alegre (2013); and
the 8th Berlin Biennial (2014).

WITHIN 2 is presented in collaboration with Berkeley Art Museum and Pacific Film
Archive, Berkeley.
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