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Compelled by sound levitation, perceptual delineation of space through sound, 
and low-end experiential thresholds, South African artist Sabisha Friedberg’s 
work pulls together concepts from the perceptual, phenomenological, and 
phantasmagorical to create thought provoking, mystifying pieces. Friedberg will 
discuss her past practice as well as elements investigated during her time as an 
artist in residence at EMPAC.

---

Born in Johannesburg, South Africa, Sabisha Friedberg is currently based in 
Paris and Brooklyn. She received an MFA in music/sound from Bard College 
and a bachelor’s degree from the San Francisco Art Institute.

She was awarded a prize at the Bourges International Electroacoustic Music 
Competition in France for her musique concrète piece Ellipsis, which was 
inducted into the Biblioteque Nationale Archives in 2013. The Hant Variance,
 a series of recordings made while in residence at EMPAC with Peter Edwards 
will be released in 2013/2014. 

In November 2013, she exhibited a one-man show at AVA (Audio Visual Arts) in 
New York entitled Levitation, which featured works related to her investigations 
of the arcane and subsonic, as well as drawings and scores.
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EMPAC 2013-2014 presentations, residencies, and commissions are supported by grants from the National 
Endowment for the Arts, the National Dance Project of the New England Foundation for the Arts (with lead 
funding from the Doris Duke Charitable Foundation; additional funding from the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation, 
the Community Connections Fund of the MetLife Foundation, and the Boeing Company Charitable Trust), 
and the New York State Council for the Arts. Special thanks to the Jaffe Fund for Experimental Media and 
Performing Arts for support of artist commissions.
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