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The Big Combo
Directed by Joseph H. Lewis

A classic film noir, Joseph H. Lewis’ The Big Combo opened a
new era of cinematic violence, seductive villainy, and modern
cinematography.

Shrouded in darkness, Joseph H. Lewis’s The Big Combo is a classic film noir credited
with ushering in a new era of cinematic violence in which the villain is often more
interesting than the hero. The film’s visual composition—considered one of the
best works by cinematographer John Alton—is stylistically exemplary of classic
noir detective stories, animating its deceptively simple B-movie plot and “setting
the stage for the real star of the movie—camera work and expressionistic lighting
effects” that externalize the shifting dynamics of its moral universe.

“Shadows and lies are the stars of The Big Combo, a spellbinding black-and-white
chiaroscuro with the segmented texture of a spider’s web.... John Alton’s lush camera
work is so dominant here you wouldn’t know Joseph H. Lewis was also behind the
camera.”

: ED GONZALEZ, SLANT MAGAZINE

Best known for his two film noir movies, Gun Crazy (1950) and The Big Combo
(1955), B-movie director Joseph H. Lewis produced dozens of low-budget films over
his 30-year career. Known for his visual style relying heavily on key peripheral detail,
his ability to elevate mundane material has gained Lewis a substantial cult following
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EMPAC 2014-2015 presentations, residencies, and commissions are supported by grants from the National

since the 1970s. His work has been characterized by its unexpected visual mastery,
and was described by film critic Richard Combs as, “a stylistic authority operating
inavacuum.”

Endowment for the Arts and The MAP Fund, a program of Creative Capital, primarily supported by the Doris Duke
Charitable Foundation; additional funding from the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation, the Community Connections
Fund of the MetLife Foundation, Boeing Company Charitable Trust, and the New York State Council for the Arts.

Special thanks to the Jaffe Fund for Experimental Media and Performing Arts for support of artist commissions.



Upcoming Events

An updated schedule for the 2014 Spring season is available
online at empac.rpi.edu. Check back often for more information.
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